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thought but with action, as I suppose they always do.
Their language has yet to take definite shape. It is
to be found somewhat, but only somewhat, in the
newspapers; not in books. Shri Munshi's work therefore
may be said to have only commenced with the volume
before me. It was necessary. Hut he has to continue
the work so well-begun, lie has the requisite passion
for his work. If he has health, he will now go direct
to the people and find out what they are thinking,
and he will give expression to their thoughts. The
unquestionable poverty of Gujarati is a token of the
poverty of the people. But no language is really poor.
We have hardly had time to speak since we have begun to
act. Gujarat like the rest of India is brooding. The
language is shaping itself. There is enough work awaiting
writers like our author.

Munshi has alluded to Parsi-Gujaniti. So there is. It
is unfortunate that there is Parsi-Gujarati. U is confined
to novels and stories of the shilling shocker style. They
are meant merely for passing the idle hour. The language
is tortured out of shape. And just as there is Parsi-
Gujarati there is also Muslim-Giljarati though on a much
humbler scale. It is impossible to ignore these two streams.
They are not wells of Gujarati undetiled. But no reviewer
of Gujarati literature can afford to ignore the existence of
works which hundreds, if not thousands of Parsis and
Muslims read and by which, may be, even shape part of
their conduct.
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